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The following business impact statement was prepared pursuant to NRS 237.090 to address updating the currently adopted Codes pertaining to the built environment. 

The proposed technical construction codes considered for adoption include the updated family of 2024 International Code Council codes, Southern Nevada local amendments and the Boulder City Building and Safety Division Administrative Code and Fire Codes. The codes proposed to be adopted are below:

· 2024 International Building Code (IBC) with amendments
· 2024 International Fire Code (IFC) with amendments
· 2024 International Residential Code with amendments
· 2024 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code (ISPSC) with amendments
· 2024 Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC) with amendments
· 2024 Uniform Mechanical Code (UMC) with amendments
· 2024 International Existing Building Code (IEBC) with amendments
· 2024 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) with amendments
· 2023 National Electrical Code (NEC) with amendments
· 2026 Building and Safety Division Administrative Code 

1. The following constitutes a description of the number of and the manner in which comment was solicited from affected businesses, a summary of their response and an explanation of the manner in which other interested persons may obtain a copy of the summary.

Notice was provided to the Boulder City Chamber of Commerce and the Southern Nevada Home Builders Association via certified US Mail and email. 

Notification of businesses affected by these proposed changes include all of the 825 construction related companies currently licensed in Boulder City. 

1. The estimated economic effect of the proposed rule on businesses, including, without limitation, both adverse and beneficial effects, and both direct and indirect effects:

This adoption will include a requirement for all new dwelling units to provide an automatic fire sprinkler system in accordance with the IBC,IRC and IFC with amendments. Currently, the sprinkler provisions apply generally to homes over 5,000 square feet. These new provisions will not apply to homes previously constructed without fire sprinklers. According to internal and external analysis this will provide a net cost benefit to Boulder City residents. 

In accordance with NRS 278.586 Boulder City contracted with Applied Analysis to conduct an independent Benefit-Cost Analysis of Residential Fire Sprinkler Systems. They concluded that there is a net positive benefit to the residents of Boulder City having an automatic residential fire sprinkler system installed at the time of construction. Applied Analysis concluded that benefit to be $425 per household.

This code adoption will also require using more energy efficient materials per the 2024 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC).  
 
Adverse effects: This provision will increase construction costs for the actual automatic sprinkler system installed and more energy efficient materials. 

Beneficial effects: 
Numerous published reports have shown that automatic fire sprinklers save lives and limit property damage in the event of a fire. There are a number of beneficial tradeoffs in the 2018 IRC (Currently adopted) for the optional use of automatic fire sprinklers. These beneficial tradeoffs are incorporated into the 2024 family of codes along with the mandatory fire sprinkler provisions. The tradeoffs will reduce construction costs in other ways and will partially, or in some cases, totally offset the costs of automatic sprinklers and may actually provide a net positive monetary return. 

The 2024 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) requirements will reduce energy consumption, saving building owners in energy costs. The Department of Energy (DOE) had previously issued a determination on the 2024 IECC showing that it will provide a 6.6% energy cost savings over the 2021 IECC, meaning the 2024 version is also better for energy conservation.

Direct effects: 
Residential sprinklers have been shown to save lives well beyond the indirect benefits of smoke alarms and construction methodologies currently required by code. 

Indirect effects: residential sprinklers will reduce the damage caused by indoor fires by limiting flame spread and in most cases, the amount of water and destruction caused by suppression activities. 

1. The following constitutes a description of the methods the City of Boulder City considered to reduce the impact of the proposed rule on businesses and a statement regarding whether any, and if so which, of these methods were used:  (Include whether the following was considered:  simplifying the proposed rule; establishing different standards of compliance for a business; and if applicable, modifying a fee or fine set forth in the rule so that a business could pay a lower fee or fine):

By adopting consistent codes throughout Southern Nevada, it streamlines contractor, architect, engineer and builder preparation of plan submittals across jurisdictions.

1. The City of Boulder City estimates the annual cost for enforcement of the proposed rule is:

There will not be a significant change in the cost of enforcement since permitted work is already inspected.  

1. The proposed rule provides for new fines and the total amount the local government expects to collect is:  

There are no new fines proposed.

1. The money generated by the new fee or increase in existing fee will be used by the local government for: 

No new fees are proposed. 

1. If applicable, provide the following:  The proposed rule includes provisions, which duplicate or are more stringent than federal, state, or local standards regulating the same activity.  The following explains why such duplicative or more stringent provisions are necessary:  

The proposed code changes are in line with other jurisdictions in Southern Nevada and are not more restrictive. Remaining consistent with the other jurisdictions is a benefit to the construction industry so that codes are as consistent as possible throughout the area. 


This Business Impact Statement has been reviewed and is certified that, to the best of my knowledge or belief, the information contained in this statement was prepared properly and is accurate.


                                                                           		                                	
Lee Guyette						Date
Acting Building Official
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