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I have attached Mr. Brynn Johns document regarding utility rates, my staff report that 

was completed for the April 23rd City Council meeting, and the information we have 

sent out regarding the BC Tap Transformer previously in response to Mr. Johns 

information.   

 

His percentage increase numbers between 2016 and now are accurate but do not 

provide all the information to understand why the rates are what they are.  There is 

nothing new in these numbers, and in fact, they were approved with the EES Consulting 

Utility Fund Rate Study in March 2016 by City Council.  Until 2016, rates had not been 

increased since 2009.  The utility funds were not providing sufficient revenue to 

support operating, maintenance and capital improvements necessary to manage the 

utilities effectively.  Had the electric rates been increased at annual percentage of 2.3% 

starting in 2009, the higher rate increase starting in 2016 would not have been 

necessary.  With regards to the water rates and water service charges, the increases 

were necessary in order to cover the costs for the SNWA drought and infrastructure 

surcharge as well as the debt service on the raw water line ($2.3M per year).  The rates 

also had to be increased to cover increased costs in materials and services in addition to 

supporting the capital improvement projects.   
 

 

DATE: May 8, 2019 

TO: Alfonso Noyola, ICMA-CM, City Manager 

FROM: Dennis Porter, P.E., Utilities Director 

SUBJECT: Mr. Johns Utility Rates Response 






























